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affronted. The Indian is unprepared and unaccustomed to what
appears to him to be extreme rudeness. He can scarcely believe
that the attitude adopted is a want of consideration rather than an
affront, for the Englishman, although careless and often callous,
is as a rule guiltless of the deliberate intention to offend and is
often unconscious of the effect of his words—or the want of them.
Indians who are brought into constant contact with the English
are of course aware of this, but are none the less disturbed. If
the poignancy is less acute the fact rankles. I found that most
thoughtful English people in India realize and regret it. There
has happily lately been an effort to improve relationship and
returning to India after an absence of three years I noticed a
decided amelioration amongst certain classes of society but it has
yet to penetrate much further. There has been an awakening to
realities. Studied rudeness is still found but it is much less
general. It has however far from disappeared.
I made a point during my stay of three months' duration in
Delhi of mixing with the Indian crowds. I visited often, in
company with an English friend or alone, the Indian cinema
theatres. On every occasion we were the only Europeans
present, two unknown Englishmen. Our presence attracted
much attention and much politeness. Although the period was
one of great political tension—the end of 1930 and the beginning
of 1931—we never met with a rebuff or a frown. Our opinion
of the Indian films was invited and our reaction to the pictures
on the screen was watched. I made a point of always staying till
the very end of the long performances in order to create no
impression of boredom or want of interest. The atmosphere was
one of distinct friendliness. I had the same experience in mixing
with the vast crowds that thronged the Chandni Chowk, the
great bazaar street of Delhi, or the precincts of the Railway
Station, on the occasion of the release of political prisoners who
under the police ordinances had been undergoing periods in jail.
With infinite courtesy the crowd made way for one to pass and
the only sentiment expressed was one of mild surprise to find an
Englishman wandering in such a milieu. I saw on no occasion
any sign of racial antipathy nor met with an act of discourtesy or
disapproval amongst these thousands of massed people. I have
seen racial hatred elsewhere in the many years that I have passed
amongst Oriental peoples. I have walked and ridden in the
streets of Fez in times gone by when perhaps half the passers-by
have spat if not at me at least in my direction. I have heard

